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SENATE BI LL 5221

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Schmdt, Rasnmussen, Brandland, Sheldon, Benson, Shin,
Spanel, Kastanma, Haugen, Schoesler, Fraser, Mrton, Roach, Hewtt,
Rockefel ler, Franklin, MAuliffe, Kohl-Wlles, Milliken, Benton and Cke

Read first time 01/18/2005. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to the joint commttee on veterans' and mlitary
affairs; and anendi ng RCW 73. 04. 150.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW73.04.150 and 2001 ¢ 268 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is hereby created a joint commttee on veterans' and
mlitary affairs. The commttee shall consist of: (a) Eight nenbers
of the senate appointed by the president of the senate, four of whom
shall be nenbers of the mpjority party and four of whom shall be
menbers of the mnority party; and (b) eight nenbers of the house of
representatives appointed by the speaker, four of whom shall be nenbers
of the majority party and four of whom shall be nenbers of the mnority
party. Menbers of the commttee shall be appointed before the cl ose of
the ((2664)) 2005 legislative session, and before the close of each
regul ar session during an odd-nunbered year thereafter.

(2) Each nenber's term of office shall run fromthe close of the
session in which he or she was appointed until the close of the next
regul ar session held in an odd-nunbered year. If a successor is not
appoi nted during a session, the nenber's termshall continue until the
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menber is reappointed or a successor is appointed. The termof office
for a conmttee nenber who does not continue as a nenber of the senate
or house of representatives shall cease upon the conveni ng of the next
session of the legislature during an odd-nunbered year after the
menber's appointnment, or upon the nenber's resignation, whichever is
earlier. Vacancies on the commttee shall be filled by appointnent in
the sane manner as described in subsection (1) of this section. Al
such vacancies shall be filled fromthe same political party and from
t he sane house as the nenber whose seat was vacat ed.

(3) The conmittee shall establish an executive committee of four
nenbers (( representing—the—mafor-ty—and—mnor-ty—ecadeuses—ol—each) ) |
two of whom are nenbers of the senate and two of whom are nenbers of
the house of representatives. The executive committee shall appoint
one cochair fromthe two executive conmttee nenbers who are senators
and one cochair from the two executive commttee nenbers who are
representatives. The two cochairs shall be from different politica
parties and their ternms of office shall run from the close of the
session in which they are appointed until the close of the next reqgular
session in an odd-nunbered year. The executive conmttee 1is

responsible for performng all general admnistrative and personnel
duties assigned to it in the rules and procedures adopted by the joint
commttee, as well as other duties delegated to it by the joint
comm ttee.

(4) The joint commttee on veterans' and mlitary affairs has the
foll owm ng powers and duti es:

(a) To study veterans' issues, active mlitary forces issues, and
nati onal guard and reserve conponent issues, and nake recommendati ons
to the legislature; and

(b) To study structure and adm nistration of the departnent of
veterans affairs and the mlitary departnent, and nake reconmendati ons
to the legislature.

(5 The joint commttee shall adopt rules and procedures for its
orderly operation. The joint commttee may create subconmmttees to
perform duties under this section.

({ (B—Ths—section—exptres—becenber—31—2005-) )
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